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(EAL = English as an Additional Language)
The RGS Vietnam Secondary EAL Register

Most learners at RGS Vietnam are Non-Native Speakers of English. All students in the school are
continuously developing their English fluency, both in terms of everyday language and academic language.
RGS Vietnam is an English Medium of Instruction school which means that most subject instruction is
delivered through the English language. Students are learning language and content simultaneously: this
can be very challenging, especially in the first 4 to 6 years of school attendance. Our learners and families
are aiming for bilingual academic fluency, and this is a tough goal to achieve.

RGS Vietnam expects students in Year |0 (Grade 9) and above to have achieved a level of English language
fluency close enough to the native speaker equivalent for their age. Any fluency gaps to the grade-norm
should be small enough to be no barrier to the student’s progress in their subject studies. Learners in
Years 7 to 9 (Grades 6 to 8) have larger gaps to grade-norm in their English language skills; these learners
have had less time studying through English. RGS Vietnam monitors the Grade Norm Gap (GNG) in
English language proficiency for all Lower Secondary students. Students who display significant gaps are
assessed carefully and, if necessary, placed on the EAL Register. These students receive targeted support
and guidance to help them improve their English language skills more quickly than would occur without
support, as well as to help prevent them from falling further behind.

The EAL Register flags learners as having a Grade Norm Gap (GNG) of either ‘Moderate’ or ‘Severe’; this
is roughly equivalent to being respectively a year behind, or two years behind the grade level for English
language proficiency. At any given time, a significant percentage of Secondary learners may be either on
the register, recently cleared from the register, or being monitored as possibly needing support. This is
normal in an international school, and if a learner is placed on the EAL Register it should not be seen in a
negative manner by families or students.

Learners may be placed on the register upon entry to RGS Vietnam; they may join the Secondary register
in Year 7 (Grade 6) having been on the Elementary EAL register in Grade 5; or they may be put on the
register at any point in their Year 7 to 10 (Grade 6 to 9) studies following evidence of a significant GNG
in language proficiency.

Learners on the EAL Register usually need between |-3 years of support in order to close the GNG
sufficiently to clear the register. The time required varies and is often closely linked to the motivation and
study routines of the student, as well as the level of support for good study routines provided by families.

As of August 2020, families of Secondary learners on the RGS Vietnam EAL Register will be required to
pay a fee for the service.

Common Features of Grade Norm Gaps in English Language Proficiency

The most important areas of English language proficiency where the GNG is apparent are the reading,
writing and speaking skills. Strong reading skills are essential because so much of the knowledge presented
at school must be read and understood. Fluency levels in writing and speaking are important for sharing
and evidencing learning. As students move through each grade year their reading, writing and speaking
skills become ever more advanced, as do the standards they must meet and the complexity of class
materials. Students on the EAL Register usually display Grade Norm Gaps in each of the 3 skills, with
certain skills being stronger than others.

Typically, learners on the EAL Register may be reading several years below their age; they may have limited
ability to write and speak at length (limited fluency); and the spoken and written language they produce
may lack range and accuracy, as well as organisation and cohesion. Evidence of Grade Norm Gaps may
also include a lack of ability to use text types common to the curriculum for a learner’s age level.
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The EAL Team uses a range of evidence to assess learners before they are placed on the EAL Register.
Evidence includes spoken and written fluency tests which all students take; NWEA tests results (reading,
language & maths skills); RGS Vietnam exam grades; oral feedback from subject teachers, as well as samples
of work; and observation in class. For learners new to RGS Vietnam, entry tests are also taken into
consideration.

RGS Vietnam Secondary EAL Support Philosophy

According to the RGS Vietnam Language Policy, RGS Vietnam students learn together through the medium
of English. Students are not streamed by English language ability, nor are they separated for sheltered
instruction to allow their language ability to catch up with the grade-norm. RGS Vietnam teachers are all
considered to be language teachers: that is to say, all teachers must consider the differing language abilities
of learners in their classes, and must use pedagogical techniques which support language and subject
learning simultaneously. The EAL Team philosophy in Secondary is therefore to work with teachers to
support planning and teaching for mixed English language abilities: this means that we use materials,
techniques and tools which boost the success and language development of the EAL learners in the subject
classroom.

The EAL Team will provide a certain amount of additional support as well as tasks for learners on the
register to complete independently, however it must be remembered that Secondary students at RGS
Vietnam have full timetables and therefore may not receive separate lessons from the EAL Team. In this
regard, parents may notice a difference in the EAL strategies between the Elementary and Secondary
faculties at RGS Vietnam.

Specific Support Given To Secondary EAL Register Learners

- Initial analysis of English language skills & creation of Learning Support Plan (LSP). This includes a
meeting at the beginning and end of semester (first one with parents)

- Individual learning platform (e.g. Padlet) set up to anchor work, support and progress records.
This is live and it hosts task & language support for LSP goals and ongoing subject work. The
platform is accessible to school, students and parents.

- Tutorials (as required) between learner & EAL team to check-in regarding progress on LSP goals,
home learning & learner autonomy (independent study & motivation).

- Routine meetings between EAL specialists and teachers of language-rich subjects (i.e. English,
Humanities & Science). Meeting goals are to provide additional support for EAL Register Learners
so as to boost engagement & success in subject learning sequences. Meetings involve discussion
of teaching plans and creation of lesson stages and materials which reduce barriers to learning for
students on the EAL Register.

- In-class support for individuals and/or small groups, with EAL specialists co-teaching alongside
teachers of language-rich subjects. This will occur in specific learning sequences (not all classes),
where teachers believe collaboration can provide the greatest benefit.

- Support in the use of tools that boost skills development and learner autonomy.

- English Skills Development classes twice a week. These are for all students in Year 7, 8,9 (Grade
6, 7, 8), but specifically designed to enable fluency gains for those Learning Through an Additional
Language at RGS Vietnam. Routines and tools designed for this subject will be integrated into
other language-rich subjects (through EAL specialist & subject teacher collaboration).

- EAL team support with ongoing dialogue & professional development in RGS Vietnam Secondary
Faculty for teaching to mixed abilities & to those Learning Through an Additional Language.
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How we measure progress & decide when a student can be removed from the Secondary EAL
Register

Learners on the RGS Vietnam Secondary EAL Register have an individual Learning Support Plan (LSP) for
every semester. The LSP goals are reviewed at the end of the semester, and a new LSP is created for the
following semester. When learners are close to closing the GNG, this will be referenced in their LSP
goals: for example, the goal may be to clear the register by the end of the semester. The EAL Team will
consider all the available evidence and, if this indicates a closed GNG, then the student will be flagged for
‘clearing’ the register. Students with a clearing flag receive only monitoring from the EAL Team and, as
such, no further payment for the EAL service is required. Should the learner’s language skills slip back,
they will be placed back on the register with an appropriate GNG flag. They will then receive support
again and the family will be charged for this support.

Secondary EAL Overview for Parents 4



Théong tin tong quat vé chwong trinh Bd tro ngdn ngir tiéng Anh cho Phu huynh

(EAL = Tiéng Anh nhw mot ngén ngir bo sung)
Viéc ghi danh vao chuong trinh EAL ciia khbi Trung hoc

Hau hét hoc sinh tai Truong TH, THCS va THPT Reigate Grammar Viét Nam (RGSV) khong phai la nhimg
nguoi ban xir n6i tiéng Anh. Tét ca hoc sinh trong truong dang khong ngung phat trién kha nang st dung
thong thao tiéng Anh ctia minh, ca vé ngon ngir giao tiép hang ngdy va ngdn ngir hoc thugt. RGSV la mot
ngdi truong giang day bang Anh ngit, viéc nay dong nghia 1a hau hét cac mén hoc duge glang day thong
qua ngdn ngir tiéng Anh. Céc con hoc sinh dang hoc dong thoi ngdn ngit va ndi dung bai giang: diéu nay
c6 thé rat kho khan, dic biét 1a trong 4 dén 6 nam déu tién di hoc. Cac con hoc sinh va gia dinh dang hudng
t61 muc tiéu thong thao song ngit trong hoc tap, va day 1a mot muc tiéu kho dé dat dugc.

RGSV ky vong hoc sinh tir kh01 Y10 (L6p 9) tr¢ 1én phai dat duoc trinh d§ Anh ngir tr6i chay twong duong
V61 nguoi ban ngir ¢ cung do tudi ctia cac con. Bét _ky khoang cach luu loat nao so voi ti€u chuan theo khéi
16p phai dii nho dé khong 14 rao can ddi voi sy tién bo ctia hoc sinh trong cac mén hoc. Hoc sinh tir khéi
Y7 (Lop 6) dén khdi Y9 (Lép 8) c6 khoang cach 16n hon so véi chudn muc vé k§ ning Anh ngit cia minh;
do nhitng d6i twong nay da co it thoi gian hoc tiéng Anh hon. RGSV giam sat Khoang cach Chuan muyc
theo khdi Lop (GNG) vé trinh d6 Anh ngit cho tat ca hoc sinh thudc cap Trung hoc co s¢. Nhitng hoc sinh
c¢6 khoang cach dang ké s& duoc danh gia cin than va, néu can thiét, s& dugc ghi danh vao chucmg trinh
EAL. Nhiig hoc sinh nay nhén dugc sy hd tro va hudng dan c6 muc tiéu dé gilip cac con cai thién cac ky
ning tiéng Anh ctia minh nhanh hon so v&i khi khong c6 sy hd trg, ciing nhu dé gitip cac con khong bi tut
hau qua xa.

Danh sach dang ky chuwong trinh EAL gan mac ngudi hoc 1a ¢6 Khoang cach chuan myc theo khdi Lép
(Grade Norm Gap - GNG) 1a ‘Trung binh’ hodc ‘Nghiém trong’; diéu ndy gan twong duong véi khoang
cach tuong ng mot ndm hoac hai nam tut hau so voi khbi 16p hién thoi vé trinh d6 thong thao tiéng Anh.
Tai bat ky thoi diém nao, mot ty 1¢ phan tram déng ké hoc sinh khéi Trung hoc c6 thé c6 tén trong danh
sach nay, hodc gan day da duoc ra khoi danh sach, hay dang duoc theo doi néu c6 thé can hd tro. Picu nay
14 binh thuong trong mot trudng hoc quéc té, va néu mot hoc sinh dugc dua vao Danh sach tham gia chuong
trinh EAL thi gia dinh hoac hoc sinh vui long khong nén nhin nhan viéc d6 theo hudng ti€u cuc.

Hoc sinh c6 thé dugc dwa vao danh sach dang ky khi nhap hoc tai RGSV; hoc sinh ¢6 thé tham gia chuong
trinh ctia khdi Trung hoc ¢ khdi Y7 (Lép 6) sau khi duge chuyén tiép tir danh sach dang ky EAL cta khoi
Tiéu hoc & nam L&p 5; hodc hoc sinh ¢6 thé dugc dua vao danh sach tai bat ky thoi diém nao trong qua
trinh hoc tap tirkhdi Y7 (Lop 6)dén khdi Y10 (LSp 9) sau khi 6 bang chimng vé GNG dang ké trong trinh
do thong thao ngodn ngit.

Hoc sinh trong danh sach tham gia EAL can nhan hd tro tir 1 dén 3 nim nham rut ngén du GNG dé duogc
x06a t€n khoi danh sach. Thoi gian can thiét s& dao dong phu thudc chit ché vao thdi quen hoc tap va dong
lyc thic diy cia mdi hoc sinh, ciing nhur mirc d¢ hd tro ciia gia dinh trong viéc xay dung thoi quen hoc tap
tdt cho con minh.

K¢ tir thang 8 nam 2020, cac gia dinh c6 hoc sinh Trung hoc c6 tén trong danh sach EAL sé& phai tra phi
dich vu.

Triét ly ctia chwong trinh b trg EAL cuia khoi Trung hoc RGSV

Theo Chinh sach vé& Ngon ngit RGSV, hoc sinh RGSV ciing nhau hoc théng qua phwong tién ngdn ngit
tiéng Anh. Hoc sinh khéng dugc phan loai theo kha ning Anh ngit, ciing nhu khong bi tach biét dé duoc
giang day riéng nham cho phép kha ning ngon ngit ciia hoc sinh bat kip véi tiéu chuan ciia 16p. Tt ca gido
vién RGSV déu dugc coi 1a gido vién ngon ngit: c¢6 nghia 14, tit ca gido vién déu phai danh gia kha ning
ngon ngir khac nhau ciia ngudi hoc trong 16p minh va phai st dung cac k¥ nang su pham nham hd trg hoc
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sinh trong viéc hoc dong thoi ngén ngtr va bo mon hoc. Do do, triét 1y cua Doi nga gido vién EAL khéi
Trung hoc 1a hop tac vdi cac gido vién dé hd trg 1ap ké hoach va giang day cho tong hop cac kha nang Anh
ngit: diéu nay dong nghia 14 chiing t6i str dung cac tai liéu, k¥ thuat va cong cu dé thuc day sy thanh cong
va phét trién ngdn ngit cia hoc sinh EAL trong 16p hoc bo mén.

Doi ngti giao vién chuong trinh EAL s& dua ra mot tan suit hd tro bd sung nhit dinh cing nhu cac nhi¢m
vu dé nguoi hoc c6 thé hoan thanh mot cach doc 1ap, tuy nhién, Quy vi vui long luu y rang hoc sinh khoi
Trung hoc tai RGSV ¢6 thoi khoa biéu toan thoi gian va do d6 cac con co thé khong tham gia cac 16p hoc
EAL riéng biét. V& van dé nay, Quy Phy huynh cé thé nhan thay su khac biét trong cac chién luoc EAL
giita kh6i Tiéu hoc va khéi Trung hoc tai RGSV.

Nhiitng Hb trg cu thé danh cho Hoc sinh tham gia chuong trinh EAL ctia khdi Trung hoc

- Phan tich ban dau vé cac ky nang tiéng Anh va lap Ké hoach Ho trg Hoc tép (Learning Support
Plan - LSP). Diéu nay bao gébm mét cudc hop vao dau va cudi mdi hoc ky (cudc hop dau tién véi
phu huynh)

- Nén tang hoc tép ca nhan (vi dy: Pa dlet) dugc thiét lap dé cb dinh danh sach nhiém vy, hd tro va
ghi chép tién d6. Pay 1a phan mém tryc tuyén tryc tiép va né to chirc hd trg nhiém vu va ngon ngir
cho cac muyc tiéu LSP va céc bai tap hién c6 clia cic bd mon. Nén tang nay cho phép Nha trudng,
hoc sinh va phy huynh déu c6 thé truy cap dugc.

- Huéng dan (theo yéu ciu) gitra ngudi hoc va doi ngii giao vién EAL dé kiém tra tién do thuc hién
cac muc tiéu LSP, hoc tip tai nha & sy ty giac cuia nguoi hoc (hoc tap doc 1ap va dong luc).

- Cac cugc hop dinh ky gitra cac chuyén gia EAL va gido vién cac mén hoc doi hdi ngdn ngit chuyén
modn (bao gom tiéng Anh, Khoa hoc va Nhan vin). Muc tiéu cudc hop 1a hd tro thém ngudi hoc
EAL dé ting cuong sy cam két va thanh cong trong két qua hoc tip cac bd mon nay. Cac cude hop
nay chii trong thao luan vé ké hoach giang day va tao ra cic giai doan bai hoc va tai liéu gitp giam
bt rao can doi véi viée hoc tap cho hoc sinh EAL.

- Hb trg trong 16p cho cic ca nhan va / hodc nhém nho, véi cac chuyén gia EAL dong giang day
cung vai cac gido vién cua cac moén hoc doi hoi nh1eu ngbn ngix chuyen mon. Bleu nay s€ xay ra
trong mot s6 budi hoc cu thé (khong phai tat ca cac tiét hoc), khi gido vién tin ring su cong tic co
thé mang lai 1¢i ich 16n nhéat cho nguoi hoc.

- HO tro trong viéc str dung cac cong cu thuc day phat trién ki nang va sy tu chi ctia nguoi hoc.

- Chéc tiét Phat trién K§ ning Tiéng Anh duoc to chirc hai 1an mot tuan. Cac budi hoc nay danh cho
toan bd hoc sinh khdi Y7, Y8, Y9 (Lop 6,7,8) nhung dugc thiét ké dic biét dé ting kha ning luu
loat cho nhing hoc sinh Hoc tap théng qua mot Ngon ngir B6 sung tai RGSV. Cac thoi quen va
cong cu duge thiét ké cho mén hoc nay s& dugce tich hgp vao cac mén hoc giau ngon ngit khac
(thong qua su cong tac gilra chuyén gia EAL va gido vién by mon).

- Doi ngii gido vién bo trg EAL hd trg nhitng budi trao d6i va phat trién chuyén mon lién tuc tai khoi
Trung hoc RGSV trong viéc giang day tong hop cac kha niang ngon ngit & cho nhitng hoc sinh Hoc
tap thong qua mot Ngon ngir bo sung.

Céch chung t61 danh gié su tién bo va quyét dinh khi nao mot hoc sinh c6 thé duoc x6a tén khoi
Danh sach hoc vién EAL

O mdi hoc ky, nhitng nguoi hoc trong Danh sach tham gia EAL ctia khéi Trung hoc RGSV ¢6 Ké hoach
HJ tro Hoc tap (LSP) c4 nhan. Cac myc tiéu LSP duoc xem xét vao cudi mdi hoc ky va mot LSP méi duoc
thiét 1ap cho hoc ky tiép theo. Khi hoc sinh dat gan dén diém két thuc GNG, diéu niy s& duoc tham chiéu
trong myc tiéu LSP cta hoc sinh: vi du: muyc tiéu co thé 1a x6a tén khoi danh sach tham gia EAL vao cudi
hoc ky. Doi ngii gido vién EAL sé& cAn nhic tat ca cac bang chimg cé san va, néu diéu nay cho thiy GNG
da dong, thi hoc sinh s€ dugc gén mac ‘xd6a’ khoi danh sach. Hoc sinh nao nhén duoc danh gia bo tén khoi
danh sach tir Doi ngii gido vién EAL s& khong can thanh toan thém cho phi dich vu ctia chwong trinh. Néu
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cac k¥ nang ngdén ngit ciia hoc sinh bi tut hdu tro lgli, hoc sinh s€ duoc dua tr¢ lai danh sach dang ky va gél}
mac GNG thich hgp. Sau do, con s€ nhan duoc ho trg mot lan nita va gia dinh s€ bi tinh phi cho khoan ho
trg nay.
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